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1. Because it is well known that joining a union is the best way known to raise 

wages to a living wage, improve working conditions, and create 
family-sustaining jobs, every working American must have the right to do 
so. As President, what would you do to address the forces responsible for 
the Janus decision?  

Secretary Castro supports sectoral bargaining and is committed to empowering the 

Department of Labor to actively support efforts for industry-wide bargaining. He 

additionally supports wage boards to extend worker protections,  use of contract 

extensions to cover all workers within an employer or industry, and outreach campaigns 

by the Department of Labor to inform workers of their right to organize. 

The Secretary also supports expanding union density to improve the chances of 

successful sectoral bargaining and supports a broad policy platform that encourages 

unionization. 

 

2. How will you ensure that every American can access affordable healthcare 
and long-term care as we continue on our path to universal healthcare?  

Secretary Castro would allow anyone who is not covered by insurance to automatically 

be enrolled in Medicare. He also believes that we should lower the price of prescription 

drugs and invest in rural communities as they often have the least resources. 

 

3. Do you support a national single-payer healthcare plan? And if so, when 
did you first make that publicly clear? If not, please tell us what you support 
and why.  

Secretary Castro supports universal health care with Medicare as the foundation. 

Americans should have options to choose either a complementary or supplementary 

private insurance. He also believes that all healthcare includes mental health services. 

Health care should not be a for-profit industry. It should be that anyone who wants 

health care should be able to access it. He believes that medicare can be a great system 

that our government should invest in. 

 



4. If you are elected, when will you begin to address the inequities that all 
working people including communities of color, immigrants, women, 
LGBTQ+, and people with disabilities— face in their employment and to 
address reverse multi-generational poverty, exploitation, low wages, and 
unsafe working conditions, which the most vulnerable among us face?  

Secretary Castro would Institute protections against practices that contribute to the 

gender pay gap by protecting workers against retaliation for discussing salaries, 

preventing employers from requiring salary history, and by raising the standard of proof 

for employers to implement pay disparities by passing and building on the Paycheck 

Fairness Act. He would also work to pass the Equal Rights Amendment to ensure 

protections against sex discrimination are included in the Constitution. 

 

5. Specifically concerning immigrants, what relief can we expect you to 
extend to those who hold temporary protected status, what protection to 
the Dreamers and what clear path forward can we expect from your 
administration on this issue. How would you make the United States a 
welcoming nation to immigrants again?  

Secretary Castro would work to not only give DREAMers a pathway to citizenship but 

also all undocumented individuals who don’t currently have a pathway. He would also 

work to increase refugee admissions which is at an all time low thanks to President 

Trump’s administration. He support protections, including protections against 

immigration enforcement for non-citizen domestic workers and their families, to ensure 

workers are protected when reporting illegal activities. This includes expanded use of 

the U and T-visas, visa programs for victims of crimes including workplace-related 

crimes and human trafficking, to ensure non-citizens are allowed to continue to reside 

in the United States after being victims of criminal activity. These protections also 

include prohibiting the sharing of immigration status between the Department of Labor 

and immigration enforcement agencies and ensuring workers involved in a labor 

dispute are shielded from punitive immigration enforcement. 

 

6. Do you support $15.00 minimum wage, and an opportunity to join a union? 
If so, when did you first make that clear publicly? And if not, what is your 
vision of what is a living wage?  

Secretary Castro supports federal legislation for a minimum wage of at least $15 an 

hour, including for the subminimum, tipped, and agricultural wage, he supports policies 



to ensure federal money includes prevailing wage requirements, project labor 

agreements, community benefit agreements, and labor protections including $15 an 

hour minimum wage. He announced this during his announcement speech in January. 

He also believes it should be closer to $19 if it had kept up with productivity growth. 

 

7. Climate change is a real and present danger to all of us and the powerful 
corporations are not being held responsible for the rampant pollution that 
contributes to it. As President, how would you hold these corporations 
responsible? Would you agree to work with other nations toward this goal?  

Secretary Castro believes that climate change is our biggest existential crisis. In his first 

official act, Secretary Castro would sign the United States into the Paris Climate 

Accords. He would commit to reaching net-zero carbon emissions by 2045 and make 

sure all electricity is carbon-neutral by 2030 in the United States. He would work to 

create an “Economic Guarantee for Fossil Fuel Workers” to support energy workers in a 

just transition as we move away from fossil fuels and towards renewable energy. He also 

supports a new “carbon pollution fee” on up-stream, large-scale polluters for 

greenhouse gas emissions and investing that revenue in renewable energy, 

environmental justice, and climate resilience. Finally he knows that people of color and 

poor communities tend to be hurt the most by polluters. When he is President, 

environmental justice will be a top priority. He will empower the EPA to make sure 

polluters pay and that victims receive just compensation. He will reinstitute the 

Superfund tax, clean up brownsites, and ensure hybrid disasters like the Flint water 

crisis receive emergency funding. For generations, underserved communities have been 

suffering from the effects of pollution and a degraded environment, and our time to 

rectify it is now. 

 

8. Do you believe the United States can free itself from the horrible Citizens 
United decision, and if so, do you have a plan that would hold corporations 
at bay and elevate the one-person one-vote doctrine for fair elections?  

Secretary Castro believes that Citizens United is one of the worst court decisions that 

has hurt our democracy. If elected, Secretary Castro would work to repeal Citizens 

United with a constitutional amendment. He would also advocate for federally-funded 

elections with small dollar donation matching.  He would also abolish the Electoral 

College, affirming the equal value of each person’s vote. He also knows the importance 

of combating gerrymandering and would support creating independent redistricting 



commissions. Finally he would expand automatic voter registration, early and absentee 

voting, and satellite voting stations and make Election Day a federal holiday.  

 

9. Could you please give us a specific example on your labor-related 
activities, such as previous membership; or, if you have previously a mayor, 
governor, etc. talk about your contract negotiations and support of unions; 
if you have been in Congress or Legislatures, please talk about specific 
votes and bills you sponsored.  

During his time as Mayor of San Antonio, Secretary Castro has worked to build great 

relationships with public employee unions. He knows the importance of bringing 

everyone into the negotiation table and will work to create fair contracts for hard 

working families. He has embodied this in his campaign by making sure his staff are 

allowed to unionized and by paying interns $15 an hour.  

 

10.  If you are elected President of the United States, what would your policy 
goals be for the first 100 days and what leadership style would you bring to 
the position to accomplish it?  

His first priority would be to sign the Paris Climate Accords as his first executive 

actions. He also knows the importance of what happens when people wait on 

Immigration Reform and he would prioritize making that a reality. He also knows that 

for some of the big ideas such as climate change, health care, and immigration reform, 

we need to be bold. He would support eliminating the filibuster that has been used to 

stop many progressive ideas. Finally, he would make sure all voices are at the table. This 

includes people of color, women, LGBT+ community, and many others. Most of all, he 

believes in putting people first and that is the type of administration he would 

create.passed the Senate and would be law today if Republicans in the House hadn’t 

denied it a vote. I know what it takes to build a broad coalition around shared priorities 

and how to turn that coalition into progress on the issues we all care about. 

 


