
JOE SESTAK 
1. Because it is well known that joining a union is the best way known to raise 

wages to a living wage, improve working conditions, and create family-
sustaining jobs, every working American must have the right to do so. As 
President, what would you do to address the forces responsible for the 
Janus decision?  

For many years, anti-union organizations and individuals worked to undermine unions 
and lay the groundwork for the Janus decision. They spent millions of dollars aiming to 
influence elected officials and public opinion. But ultimately, of course, it was the 
rightward shift of the Supreme Court that was responsible for the Janus decision — and 
I can promise, and have promised, to only appoint justices whose instincts put the 
interests of working people ahead of the interests of corporations. I will be a President 
who respects the important work of unions, who speaks to union issues, and fights for 
the causes of unions and all working people. I would happily sign legislation that 
enshines into law fair-share fees for public employees represented by unions, or make 
other attempts to overturn the Janus decision. 

2. How will you ensure that every American can access affordable healthcare 
and long-term care as we continue on our path to universal healthcare?  

Healthcare is a deeply personal issue for me. My daughter was first diagnosed with brain 
cancer at the age of 4, but the quality care that the American people provided my family 
through the military gave her a chance to beat the disease. When Alex’s cancer came 
back last year, more than a decade later, we were fortunate to have the same medical 
heroes who had saved her once, save her again — including a doctor who came out of 
retirement to perform the intricate brain surgery. I’m running for President so that one 
day soon all Americans will be able to feel the same sense of gratitude and good fortune 
my family feels when we think of my daughter’s care and treatment. We must finally 
make healthcare a right, not a privilege. 

I believe we must immediately shore up the Affordable Care Act by instituting a public 
option, which I see as the first step in the transition of choice to a single-payer universal 
healthcare system. I believe a single-payer system is necessary in the long-run, to cut out 
the middlemen making profits from sick Americans, but we must do it in a deliberate, 
step-by-step fashion. I know from my personal experience as a father who relied on 
private insurance — my great military healthcare — as some 255 million Americans do, 
that we must not have a disruptive transition that threatens the continuity of care for 



people at any stage of medical treatment. The stakes are to high to suddenly throw a 
wrench into the system without very careful planning and execution. 

I also believe we will need the government to play an even more active role in our 
healthcare system by running or even building hospitals and clinics in certain parts of 
the country, such as rural areas where many hospitals have been shut down already and 
more are projected to in the coming years. For-profit companies will not keep an 
unprofitable hospital open for very long, but the people those hospitals serve rely on 
them for life-giving care. In such cases, we will likely need to build some public 
hospitals, modeled after those run by the Veterans Health Administration — which, 
despite some unfortunate problems in isolated cases, has as a good a record or better for 
overall health outcomes than other healthcare providers (according to no less 
authorities than the New England Journal of Medicine, the Rand Corporation, and the 
Journal of the American Medical Association). Truly universal healthcare will require 
government to step up when the private sector fails. 

3. Do you support a national single payer healthcare plan? And if so, when did 
you first make that publicly clear? If not, please tell us what you support 
and why.  

Yes. I first spelled out my detailed plan for universal healthcare during this campaign. 
As a Congressman, from 2007 to 2011, I was a strong supporter of the Affordable Care 
Act, and I proudly voted at that time for a version that included a public option. I have 
long believed a public option was a key first step toward single-payer, because it would 
help Americans get comfortable with the idea of the federal government serving such a 
large and critical function in the healthcare system. Finally getting universal healthcare 
is not just a policy matter, but a political matter, and so we need the people on our side 
as we convince reluctant legislators that this is what must be done to best serve all 
Americans.  

4. If you are elected, when will you begin to address the inequities that all 
working people including communities of color, immigrants, women, 
LGBTQ+, and people with disabilities — face in their employment and to 



address reverse multi-generational poverty, exploitation, low wages and 
unsafe working conditions, which the most vulnerable among us face? 


I will begin working on Day 1 to make America more equal, more prosperous country, in 
which all can benefit from everything America has to offer. In my detailed “Plan for 
America”, I outline a range of policies to help in this regard, with policy papers on many 
topics related to these issues, including Social & Racial Justice, Poverty, Immigration, 
Corporate Abuse of Power, Disability Rights, LGBTQ+ Rights, Indigenous Rights & 
Sovereignty, Women’s Rights, Seniors, Veterans, Opioid Addiction, and Jobs & 
Economic Protection. From passing the Equality Act — which will finally extend full civil 
rights protections to LGBTQIA people — and finally ratifying the Equal Rights 
Amendment, to raising the minimum wage and passing comprehensive immigration 
reform — there are many legislative solutions to the problems of inequality, poverty, 
exploitation and injustice of all kinds. But addressing these problems also requires 
having a President who truly believes in justice, who treats all people with respect, and 
can unite this country. I will be a President who leads on the critical social justice issues 
of our time. I have a record of fighting for and with marginalized people, and I will 
continue that fight as President. 

5. Specifically concerning immigrants, what relief can we expect you to extend 
to those who hold temporary protected status, what protection to the 
Dreamers and what clear path forward can we expect from your 
administration on this issue. How would you make the United States a 
welcoming nation to immigrants again? 


I believe immigration is a huge net benefit for America. Without immigrants, we would 
be in a population death spiral just like Japan. I also believe that immigrants enrich our 
country in so many incalculable ways. However, our immigration system is not perfect, 
and I do support comprehensive immigration reform. We must protect Dreamers and 
provide them — and all undocumented immigrants — with a path to citizenship. People 
who have received temporary protected status who come from countries that are too 
dangerous to return to must be allowed to stay here, and after a certain point, they 
should also be provided with a path to citizenship. It’s unfair to let such people live in 
limbo in perpetuity. We must also improve conditions on the border for migrants and 
asylum-seekers, including by instituting the National Mass Care Strategy, to engage 
FEMA and various non-governmental disaster organizations to lead our efforts to 
shelter, feed, and otherwise care for these people in a humane way, which — among 
other things — includes ending family separations and immediately launching a 
concerted effort to reunite parents separated from their children. And, finally, for 



economic reasons, we must increase the number of guest worker visas given out — 
particularly in industries that face worker shortages such as agriculture and home health 
care — and increase the number of skilled workers as well, especially those who get an 
advanced degree in this country. Our economy needs such immigrants, and we should 
welcome them with open arms.  

6. Do you support $15.00 minimum wage, and an opportunity to join a union? If 
so, when did you first make that clear publicly? And if not, what is your 
vision of what is a living wage?  

Yes. I have long supported a living wage, and I believe we must always have a living 
wage by pinning the minimum wage to 50% of the average hourly wage, because that is 
the level at which an increased minimum wage has been conclusively shown to not lead 
to job losses. Today that would be roughly $14/hr, but very soon that level will reach 
$15, and it will continue increasing after that, as wages increase across the board. I have 
believed this for many years. As for joining a union, I believe all workers should have the 
right to join a union. 

7. Climate change is a real and present danger to all of us and the powerful 
corporations are not being held responsible for the rampant pollution that 
contributes to it. As President, how would you hold these corporations 
responsible? Would you agree to work with other nations toward this goal? 


If there’s one thing I believe in, it’s accountability. Companies that have willfully helped 
drive climate change or otherwise befouled the natural world must be held accountable. 
I will work with Congress, inspectors general, with the Justice Department, and with 
other countries when necessary, to bring justice to corporations that commit crimes 
against the people. We must increase enforcement of antitrust laws. We must re-
empower the Environmental Protection Agency to do once again what it was created to 
do. As a Senate candidate in Pennsylvania, I was the only statewide candidate calling for 
a moratorium on fracking (hydraulic fracturing). As President, I will end subsidies for 
fossil fuel companies, ban offshore drilling, stop drilling in the Arctic, restore National 
Monuments and other public lands opened to extractive industries, protect Native 
American lands and sacred sites from exploitation, and institute a carbon fee and 
dividend to fight climate change. My “Climate Change & Environmental Protection” 
platform also includes proposals to support regenerative agriculture, protect natural 
habitats of all sorts, ratify the Kigali Agreement to phase out the use of HFCs (a powerful 
greenhouse gas used in refrigeration), give the EPA authority to regulate all substances 



that contribute to global warming, and — first and foremost — immediately rejoin the 
Paris Accords and reassert US leadership in the critical global concord against climate 
change (because 85% of greenhouse gas emissions come from other countries). We must 
convene the world to deal with this existential threat. 

8. Do you believe the United States can free itself from the horrible Citizens 
United decision, and if so, do you have a plan that would hold corporations 
at bay and elevate the one- person one-vote doctrine for fair elections?  

To fully free ourselves from Citizens United, we will need to increase the number of 
progressive justices on the Supreme Court. But in the meantime, there’s much we can do 
to fight corporate abuses of power and improve our democracy. I have a paper in my 
“Plan for America” on Government and Electoral Reform. My policies include passing 
lobbying reform legislation to shut the revolving door, strengthen antitrust laws, 
creating within the Justice Department a new Office of Public and Corporate 
Accountability to hold individuals accountable for corrupt behavior, elevating the 
Director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to a cabinet-level position, 
initiating international negotiations toward a new global treaty on corporate 
transparency and accountability, increasing transparency requirements for Political 
Action Committees, ending “gerrymandering” with independent redistricting 
commissions, requiring a paper trail for all voting systems across the country, 
instituting automatic voter registration for all citizens at the age of 18 or upon 
naturalization, making Election Day a national holiday, fighting racist voter suppression 
and increasing voting rights protections, establishing full accessibility at polling places 
for people with disabilities, restoring voting rights to formerly incarcerated people who 
have paid their debt to society, and increasing funding for investigation and mitigation 
of foreign interference in our elections, including grants to states and municipalities to 
support their election protection efforts. 

9. Could you please give us specific example on your labor-related activities, 
such as previous membership; or, if you have previously a mayor, governor, 
etc. talk about your contract negotiations and support of unions; if you 
have been in Congress or Legislatures, please talk about specific votes and 
bills you sponsored.  



I have participated in numerous organizing events, from AFSCME to the nurses unions, 
often right on the picket line. I have met with the head of a hospital, for example, to talk 
about the various grievances of nurses as a Congressman. And I have also written op-eds 
in support of unionizing efforts in my district. 

10. If you are elected President of the United States, what would your policy 
goals be for the first 100 days and what leadership style would you bring to 
the position to accomplish it?  

I would travel to Paris to reconvene the Paris climate accord, I would first hold a town 
hall on my first day in the middle of America, for hours, listening and talking with 
Americans; I’d then fly to Paris to convene the 196 nations of the Paris accords, to lead 
the enforcmeent and increasing of the commitments to deal with the greatest 
catastrophic threat to humankind (with a side trip to Brussels to visit our NATO allies, 
re-enhancing US leadership of the rules-based world order); I’d announce on the way 
back my “Training for a Lifetime” program, for those Americans who work with their 
hands and their minds, our artisans, who will be trained and retrained as necessary for a 
workforce that evolves as technology changes so rapidly; I would then walk into a 
mosque, to speak about the beauty of the religion of those of the Muslim faith, having 
served with so many of them in the military; and then I would walk through a gun show, 
showing respect for Americans who want to own a gun for hunting and/or self-
protection, per their 2nd Amendment rights, as the Heller decision made clear, but I 
would make clear that I would intend to work with them on an assault weapons ban; 
close the gun-show loophole and gun-kit loophole, with universal background checks; 
and finally I would go to a Native American reservation, to demonstrate my 
commitment to dealing with the stark disparities of life in Native American 
communities, especially with regards to health, education, and the epidemic of gender-
based and sexual violence. 


