
 

TOM STEYER 
1. Because it is well known that joining a union is the best way known to raise 

wages to a living wage, improve working conditions, and create 
family-sustaining jobs, every working American must have the right to do 
so. As President, what would you do to address the forces responsible for 
the Janus decision?  

The intent of the Supreme Court case, Janus v AFSCME Council 31, was to strip away 

the rights of working people to join a union and, in so doing, curtail the organizational 

and political power of our nation’s public and private sector unions. The same 

politicians and special interests who have made healthcare less accessible to millions of 

Americans, rolled back voting rights, defunded public schools, and polluted our air and 

water initiated this legal action to dismantle the organizing power of working people. As 

a nation, we cannot stand by idly as the rich to get richer and economic inequality 

skyrockets. When our political system rewards those with influence and money and 

cheats average Americans out of a livable wage and paid family leave, it undermines the 

very promise of a better, more dignified life. I have proposed sweeping democratic 

reforms to break the corporate stranglehold on our democracy. It is time, hand in hand 

with our union brothers and sisters, to put the people back in charge of our government 

and advance policies and programs that support working people.  

My Department of Labor will be committed to protect workers, facilitate union 

organizing, and hold corporations accountable for anti-labor activities.  

 

2. How will you ensure that every American can access affordable healthcare 
and long-term care as we continue on our path to universal healthcare?  

Universal health care must be a right — not a privilege afforded to some. Every 

American deserves the opportunity to live a healthy, independent, and productive life. 

First, our government needs to protect the foundation of the current healthcare system 

that was secured and expanded under President Obama and that has been ruthlessly 

torn apart the Trump Administration and Congressional Republicans. But that is not 

enough, because we must also markedly expand coverage and cut costs.  

For too long, corporations have written the rules. My administration will break the 

stranglehold corporations have over our healthcare system by holding the insurance 

industry, hospitals and pharmaceutical companies accountable.  
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To do this, I have proposed providing a public option that uses the negotiating power of 

the government to dramatically lower costs, including for prescription drugs and  

premiums. With this option, we can provide quality medical care to millions more 

families and individuals while allowing Americans to keep their employer-based health 

care if they want to do so. A public option will expand coverage while making healthcare 

much more affordable and improving system quality, deliverability and accountability.  

 

3. Do you support a national single payer healthcare plan? And if so, when did 
you first make that publicly clear? If not, please tell us what you support 
and why.  

Universal health care must be a right — not a privilege. I will fight for a healthcare 

system that provides universal, quality and affordable care for all Americans -- this 

effort starts by breaking the corporate stranglehold on our healthcare system. I have 

proposed a competitive public option that will drive down costs and let consumers 

benefit from the power of the state to negotiate lower prices for quality care.  

 

4. If you are elected, when will you begin to address the inequities that all 
working people including communities of color, immigrants, women, 
LGBTQ+, and people with disabilities — face in their employment and to 
address reverse multi-generational poverty, exploitation, low wages and 
unsafe working conditions, which the most vulnerable among us face?  

Immediately. I have not waited to take office to fight this fight, but have dedicated the 

last ten years of my life to the greater fight for justice. I have seen how corporate power 

in the halls of Congress has silenced the voices of working people and halted progress on 

a livable wage, retirement security, union organizing, paid family leave and universal 

health coverage. When I am president, my values will not change: it is time to push 

power back to the people. I support the right for workers to collectively bargain and 

operate in a workplace environment free of intimidation, harassment, or coercion from 

employers. I will have a pro-union Secretary of Labor who will work on behalf of 

America’s workers not against them. I will work with Congress to pass the Employee 

Free Choice Act and other labor reforms to level the playing field for workers who want 

a voice on the job and dignity in retirement. My Department of Labor will lead our 

efforts to make the American Dream a reality for all of us, not just a few. Together, we 

can break the corporate stranglehold on our democracy and restore economic justice as 
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a hallmark of American life.  

 

5. Specifically concerning immigrants, what relief can we expect you to extend 
to those who hold temporary protected status, what protection to the 
Dreamers and what clear path forward can we expect from your 
administration on this issue. How would you make the United States a 
welcoming nation to immigrants again?  

Ours is a nation of immigrants. Since our founding, America’s shores and borders have 

been touched and crossed by people from all over the world in search of a better life and 

intent on making valuable contributions to our economy, culture, and communities. For  

America to flourish, we must send a message loud and clear that immigrants are 

welcome.  

I strongly support the DREAM Act and believe that access to U.S. citizenship is a right 

for all Dreamers brought to the U.S. as children. If Congress fails to protect Dreamers I 

would take executive action so their futures do not remain in limbo. Fundamentally, the 

protection of Dreamers in the U.S. is a human rights and civil rights issue. We need 

elected officials to stand up for young people who have done nothing wrong. I will 

reinstate temporary protected status and eliminate the Trump Administration’s actions 

that have enabled them to rationalize housing children in cages, separating families, 

demonizing and persecuting immigrants, and propping up private prisons.  

 

6. Do you support $15.00 minimum wage, and an opportunity to join a union? If 
so, when did you first make that clear publicly? And if not, what is your 
vision of what is a living wage?  

I absolutely support raising the minimum wage to at least $15.00 per hour and I believe 

no American worker should have to work two jobs to support a family. President Trump 

is undermining our prosperity, the ability of working people to make a living wage, and 

the economic security of our nation. My Labor Secretary will be an advocate for 

America’s working families.  
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7. Climate change is a real and present danger to all of us and the powerful 
corporations are not being held responsible for the rampant pollution that 
contributes to it. As President, how would you hold these corporations 
responsible? Would you agree to work with other nations toward this goal?  

On day one of my Presidency, I will declare the climate crisis a national emergency. I 

will direct each agency in my administration to take action to curtail the climate crisis. 

In addition to taking bold executive actions, I will challenge Congress to pass vital 

legislation to enact a Green New Deal and provide additional funding to protect the 

country against climate and weather-related natural disasters.  

My Justice-Centered Climate Plan will eliminate fossil fuel pollution from all sectors to 

achieve a 100% clean energy economy and net-zero global warming pollution by no later 

than 2045. This means massive and immediate mobilization to decarbonize every sector 

in an equitable way, including transitioning to clean electricity, setting strong standards 

for new buildings, retrofitting existing buildings to improve indoor air quality and 

energy efficiency, accelerating electric vehicle deployment and charging infrastructure, 

eliminating the use and production of global warming super-pollutants, and expanding 

new development while meeting pollution reduction goals.  

Every decision our government makes about infrastructure, purchasing, contracting, 

and investing taxpayer dollars must be aligned with achieving our climate targets. To 

make this happen, we are going to need to invest in workers, families, and towns to keep 

our lights on and our vehicles moving. My plan will create opportunities for all people to 

participate in saving our planet through a Civilian Climate Corps. It will ensure that  

communities have the tools, training, and resources to lead the clean energy and healthy 

climate transition from the ground up. It will also protect workers’ right to unionize, 

help Americans build inclusive and prosperous communities, allow our economy to 

diversify away from fossil fuels, and ensure that former fossil fuel workers have access to 

healthcare, equivalent wages, and benefits.  
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8. Do you believe the United States can free itself from the horrible Citizens 
United decision, and if so, do you have a plan that would hold corporations 
at bay and elevate the one- person one-vote doctrine for fair elections?  

I support overturning Citizens United and will make it a priority to work with Congress, 

the legal community, civil rights groups, academics and others to strengthen our voting 

rights laws and limit the power of corporations in our democracy. One way to overturn 

Citizens United would be to directly bring the issue to the American people through a 

national referendum.  

I am running for president to change the broken political system that has failed the 

American people. Right now, corporations have taken our government hostage and are 

preventing our representatives from taking any action that benefits the American 

people. That has to change.  

The only way to break this corporate stranglehold is from the outside, and return power 

to the American people so that we can start passing policies that majorities of Americans 

already agree on, such as fixing an inadequate healthcare system, boosting lagging wage 

growth, controlling student debt, ending gun violence, addressing the climate crisis and 

more. We need to make voting accessible for every American, end gerrymandering, 

reduce the influence of money in politics, level the playing field for challengers to take 

on incumbent officeholders, create a national referendum so Americans have greater 

access to direct democracy, and establish congressional term limits.  

I’m the only candidate from outside of Washington who has challenged the takeover of 

our government by the powerful and well connected. Through grassroots efforts, I have 

won major victories on health care, education and the environment for millions of 

people -- and I will continue to do so.  

This campaign is about building a national movement of young people, progressives, 

and working people to heal our democracy from the corrupting influence of big 

corporations, fight for lasting structural reform, and directly address the climate crisis.  
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9. Could you please give us specific examples on your labor-related activities, 
such as previous membership; or, if you have previously a mayor, governor, 
etc. talk about your contract negotiations and support of unions; if you 
have been in Congress or Legislatures, please talk about specific votes and 
bills you sponsored.  

Since I started actively working in politics in 2010, organized labor has always been my  

best partner. Many of the propositions (e.g. Prop 39) that I have sponsored and/or 

supported have created good paying union jobs and advanced the green economy. 

Additionally, I partnered with national labor leaders to found For Our Future (FOF), 

reaching out to infrequent voters, promoting progressive values and turning them out to 

vote in key elections in crucial states. In addition, I partnered with the California Labor 

Federation on a program to flip seven congressional districts by engaging directly with 

voters.  

My relationship with organized labor is one that I value tremendously and I will              

continue and deepen as the next president. It’s time to reset the conversation and give               

workers a true voice in our future.  

 

10. If you are elected President of the United States, what would your policy 
goals be for the first 100 days and what leadership style would you bring to 
the position to accomplish it?  

We are facing systemic underinvestment in the things that matter for America’s working 

families – our education system, our nation’s infrastructure, affordable housing 

programs, workforce training and apprenticeship programs, and healthcare. And it is 

those same families who also pay the highest price for pollution, whether it’s lead in 

drinking water or dangerous chemicals in the air. On day one, I will declare a climate 

emergency and give Congress 100 days to pass a Green New Deal, and create 

good-paying, union jobs for 4.6 million Americans over ten years, or I will use the 

executive powers of the president to jump start this crucial work.  

 


