
Questions Approved by Presidential Candidates’ Workgroup  
 
1. Because it is well known that joining a union is the best way known to raise wages to a 
living wage, improve working conditions, and create family-sustaining jobs, every working 
American must have the right to do so. As President, what would you do to address the 
forces responsible for the Janus decision?  
 
Today, there’s a war on organizing, collective bargaining, unions, and workers. It’s been raging              
for decades, and it’s getting worse with Donald Trump in the White House. Republican              
Governors and state legislatures across the country have advanced anti-worker legislation to            
undercut the labor movement, savage collective bargaining, and in the process, drive down             
wages and destroy good-quality middle-class jobs. And, a conservative majority on the            
Supreme Court endorsed these efforts in the Janus decision and other decisions. The results              
have been predictable: rising income inequality, stagnant real wages, loss of pensions,            
exploitation of workers, and weakening of workers’ voices in our society.  
 
Corporations are using profits to buy back their own shares and increase CEO compensation              
instead of investing in their workers and creating more good-quality jobs. In real terms, from               
1978 to 2018 CEO pay has grown roughly 1000% while workers’ pay has grown 12%. 
 
I’m proud to have the reputation “labor stands for Biden,” but I am more proud to have the                  
reputation “Biden stands for labor.” As a Senator, I was one of the original co-sponsors of the                 
Employee Free Choice Act, which would have made it easier for workers to unionize. In 1975, I                 
championed secondary boycotts, a critical method workers need to fight for fair working             
conditions. Both provisions have now gained broad support and are included in congressional             
Democrats’ Protecting the Right to Organize (PRO) Act. As president, I will sign the PRO Act                
into law. 

Under a Biden Administration, collective bargaining will be sacred and the right to organize will               
be sacred. As president, I will grow a stronger, more inclusive middle class --- the backbone of                 
the American economy --- by strengthening unions and helping workers bargain successfully for             
what they deserve. 

I  will: 

1. Check the abuse of corporate power over labor and hold corporate executives            
personally accountable for intentional violations of labor laws; 

2. Encourage and incentivize unionization and collective bargaining, including a federal          
guarantee for public sector unions to collective bargain; 

3. Ensure that workers are treated with dignity and receive the pay, benefits, and workplace              
protections they deserve; 

4. Only appoint justices to the Supreme Court that protect the rights of actual living,              
breathing human beings, not pervert judicial precedent to extend rights to corporations            
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that have historically been granted to our citizenry, nor pervert the Constitution to stifle              
advocates for working people while amplifying corporate voices.  

In the months ahead, I will continue to outline in further detail related proposals, including on                
issues related to pensions, infrastructure investments, and workplace equality to make sure that             
all American workers have a shot at the middle class. These plans will be critical additions to my                  
other proposals to ensure all workers have access to affordable health care, to guarantee all               
workers are able to send their children to quality public schools and have access to universal                
pre-kindergarten, to make sure everyone has access to quality education beyond high school             
and loan forgiveness that actually works for public servants, and to support a clean energy               
revolution that creates millions of unionized middle-class jobs.  

 

2. How will you ensure that every American can access affordable healthcare and 
long-term care as we continue on our path to universal healthcare?  

 
The reason President Obama and I fought so hard for the Affordable Care Act was to make                 
sure that the peace of mind provided by health insurance is a right for all, not a privilege. As                   
president, I will fight to defend and build upon the Affordable Care Act to ensure every                
American has access to quality, affordable health care. Whether you’re covered through            
your employer, buying your insurance on your own, or going without coverage altogether,             
the Biden Plan will give you the choice to purchase a public health insurance option like                
Medicare. I will offer premium-free access to the public option to the millions of individuals               
who would be eligible for Medicaid but for their state’s inaction. And, I’ll take a number of                 
other steps to lower health care costs, including prescription drug costs, and reduce the              
complexity of the health care system. For example, building off of pilot programs led by               
SEIU, the Biden Administration will partner with health care workers and accelerate the             
testing and deployment of innovative solutions that improve quality of care and increase             
wages for low-wage health care workers, like home care workers. My full health care plan is                
available at joebiden.com/healthcare. 

With respect to long-term care: I will protect Medicaid and ensure its beneficiaries can              
access home and community-based long-term care when they want it. Medicaid pays for             
more long-term care than any other insurer in the country. In fact, roughly 6 in 10                
individuals residing in nursing homes are enrolled in Medicaid, including many older            
Americans. Yet, the Trump Administration is reportedly considering a plan to cut Medicaid             
funding by turning it into a block grant. And Republican leadership in states like Iowa,               
where Medicaid has been privatized with devastating results for some of its most vulnerable              
residents, are not fulfilling their obligations under the program. The Biden Plan will protect              
Medicaid funding and make sure the program gives those on Medicaid who need long-term              
care the flexibility to choose home- and community-based care. In addition, a Biden             
Administration won’t let states skirt their duties under Medicaid and will take enforcement             
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action against any state that allows profiteering to get in the way of Medicaid beneficiaries’               
health. In addition, I will increase the generosity of tax benefits for older Americans who               
choose to buy long-term care insurance and pay for it using their savings for retirement.               
Finally, as noted above, I will accelerate the testing and deployment of innovative solutions              
that improve quality of care and increase wages for low-wage health care workers, like              
home care workers.  

 

3. Do you support a national single payer healthcare plan? And if so, when did you first 
make that publicly clear? If not, please tell us what you support and why.  

 
I have put forward a plan to achieve universal health care. My health care plan is the                 
quickest, most effective way to achieve universal health care at 1/30th the cost of Medicare               
for All. My plan will not require a tax increase on the middle class. In addition, my plan gives                   
the 160 million individuals with employer-based insurance a choice: keep their current plan             
or take the public option with income-based subsidies. Whether you’re covered through            
your employer, buying your insurance on your own, or going without coverage altogether,             
under my plan, you’ll have another option. 

My bold plan will build on the Affordable Care Act. There are lots of candidates in the                 
Democratic field with varying plans to expand access to health care to more Americans, but               
I am the only one who has actually delivered. I stood shoulder to shoulder with President                
Obama in a tough fight, taking on Republicans, special interests, and the status quo to do                
what’s right. The Affordable Care Act was - and is - a big deal. It was a victory 100 years in                     
the making. Because of it, an additional 20 million Americans have health insurance, over              
100 million with pre-existing conditions can no longer be denied coverage or charged             
higher premiums, and young adults can stay on their parents’ plans until age 26. 

 

4. If you are elected, when will you begin to address the inequities that all working people 
including communities of color, immigrants, women, LGBTQ+, and people with disabilities 
— face in their employment and to address reverse multi-generational poverty, exploitation, 
low wages and unsafe working conditions, which the most vulnerable among us face?  
 
I have spent my entire career fighting to lift up working people and to use my voice to speak 
for those who weren’t able to speak for themselves. Donald Trump’s presidency has been a 
disaster for all working people, and especially for people of color, immigrants, women, 
LGBTQ+, and people with disabilities.  But, as the question notes, the problems these 
groups face were created over and have existed for generations.  
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I am running to rebuild the middle class so that this time everyone comes along, no matter their                  
race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or disability. Everyone means everyone. We are            
currently living in a time where the poverty rate for black Americans is still twice what it is for                   
white Americans. We cannot build an inclusive middle class unless we root out systemic racism               
in our institutions, laws, hearts - and workplaces. 

Addressing inequalities for all working people have been part of the plans I have put forward in                 
my presidential campaign thus far:  

On climate change, I will stand up to abuse of power by polluters who disproportionately impact                
communities of color. 

On criminal justice reform, I will root out racial disparities in every part of our justice system. 

On health care, I will build on the ACA to make affordable, quality health care a right regardless                  
of your race, gender, income, or zip code. I will reverse President Trump’s actions to allow                
insurers to once again discriminate based on pregnancy, on gender, and on gender identity.  

On behalf of older workers, I will fight against widespread age discrimination by putting in place                
workplace safeguards, making it easier for older workers to prove that they were treated unfairly               
at work.  

On education, I will triple the funding for Title I schools, from $15 billion to $45 billion—and                 
eliminate the funding disparities between schools. I will offer universal pre-K for 3- and              
4-year-olds. And, I will fully fund our federal obligation under the Individuals with Disabilities              
Education Act to provide 40% of the extra cost of special education. I will also make sure                 
everyone has access to education beyond high school and that public servants have access to               
loan forgiveness. 

I will implement policies to increase access to capital for black-owned small businesses and              
continue to work to reduce black unemployment. 

I have a proud history as a fighter for civil rights for all Americans through my entire career                  
and I will continue that fight from the White House, as I did when I was President Obama’s                  
Vice President and partner. I will begin by appointing leaders in the Justice Department, the               
Education Department, the Health and Human Services Department, the Labor          
Department, the Housing and Urban Development Department, and the Equal Employment           
Opportunity Commission, and across the rest of the federal government, who share my             
commitment to tough and effective enforcement of all civil rights laws. Also, I will appoint               
Supreme Court justices and federal judges who are committed to the rule of law,              
understand the importance of individual civil rights and civil liberties in a democratic society,              
and respect foundational precedents like Brown v. Board of Education and Roe v. Wade. 

 



Building on my strong and vocal support for marriage equality during the Obama-Biden             
Administration, I will make passing the Equality Act a top early priority of my administration,               
along with updating and expanding protections against sexual harassment and          
strengthening the landmark Violence Against Women Act. I will support federal legislation            
that codifies Roe v. Wade and provides effective protection of women’s reproductive rights.             
I will also fight to reform our criminal justice system to eliminate racial disparities at every                
stage, get rid of sentencing practices that don’t fit the crime, and help make sure formerly                
incarcerated individuals who have served their sentences are able to fully participate in our              
democracy and economy. I will take action to reduce gun violence and hate crimes, and               
insist on real community policing that builds trust and makes every community safe.  

I also know that fighting systemic discrimination starts with empowered workers. As president, I              
will be an ally to any disenfranchised worker fighting for their fundamental rights at work. I will                 
use every avenue of the White House and federal government from the Department of Labor to                
the Department of Justice to ensure all rights are enforced in every corner of our communities,                
including where we work. Support for collective bargaining rights is about more than wages, it’s               
about ensuring there is a pathway for all workers to have a voice on the job to fight for respect                    
and dignity.  

 

5. Specifically concerning immigrants, what relief can we expect you to extend to those who 
hold temporary protected status, what protection to the Dreamers and what clear path 
forward can we expect from your administration on this issue. How would you make the 
United States a welcoming nation to immigrants again?  
 
Yes. It is past time to reform our immigration system. Trump is demonizing immigrants and               
using scare tactics to score political points. That’s both cruel and ineffective. We can secure our                
border while also establishing a rational set of rules for aspiring immigrants.  
 
I supported comprehensive immigration reform in 2007 and President Obama and I worked hard              
on comprehensive immigration reform during our Administration. Our immigration system is           
broken, and that reform requires us to enforce our laws without neglecting our values and               
principles. Millions of people live in the shadows, waiting for their chance to fully contribute to                
our country, and we should create a roadmap for them to do that as citizens. I have a long                   
history in the Senate of supporting comprehensive immigration reform, and President Obama            
and I championed legislation on these issues in 2013. As president I’ll prioritize enacting a bill                
that provides a roadmap to citizenship for the 11 million undocumented people living peacefully              
in our country and contributing to our communities every day. I will spend significant political               
capital to make it happen.  It is the right thing to do, and it will be a boon for our economy. 
 

 



As we work to pass comprehensive immigraiton reform through Congress, I will also take              
immediate steps to protect DREAMers. I proudly supported DACA during the Obama-Biden            
Administration, because DREAMers are Americans, and Congress needs to make it official.  

President Trump’s efforts to repeal Temporary Protected Status (TPS) across the board            
have injected unnecessary uncertainty into the lives of thousands of families who are             
making valuable contributions to our country. As president, I’ll immediately review all of             
Trump’s TPS decisions, and extend TPS to Venezuelans escaping a horrific humanitarian            
crisis. Finally, at a time of unprecedented global need, I’ll reverse President Trump’s             
detrimental efforts to strangle our refugee and asylum systems and restore our admissions             
targets to a level commensurate with America’s responsibility as a global leader. I’ll work to               
streamline and strengthen the asylum process so that it benefits legitimate claims of those              
fleeing persecution, while reducing potential for abuse. 

6. Do you support $15.00 minimum wage, and an opportunity to join a union? If so, when 
did you first make that clear publicly? And if not, what is your vision of what is a living 
wage?  

Yes. Raising the minimum wage is a necessary step to reverse decades of wage 
stagnation and decline for working families and start to remedy income inequality. I strongly 
support raising the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour by 2024 and indexing it 
thereafter either to inflation or the median hourly wage of all employees.  

Again and again on the presidential campaign trail, I have made my support for a federal 
$15 minimum wage clear. I firmly believe all working Americans are owed a raise and it’s 
well past time we increase the federal minimum wage to $15. I would also include workers 
who aren’t currently protected by the minimum wage under the umbrella of this important 
protection, like the farm workers who grow our food and domestic workers who care for our 
aging and sick and those with disabilities. As president, I will also support indexing the 
higher minimum wage to the median hourly wage so that low-wage workers’ wages will 
keep up with those of middle-income workers. 

I promise you, if I’m elected President — you will have no stronger friend, no more reliable 
partner, and no better advocate in the White House.The federal government should not 
only defend workers’ right to organize, but also encourage collective bargaining.  

Specifically, I will support workers’ rights to form a union if a majority sign authorization 
cards electing a union to represent them by signing into law the Employee Free Choice Act, 
of which I am an original co-sponsor. I will codify the Obama-Biden-era National Labor 
Relations Board rule allowing for shortened union election campaigns, leaving less time for 
employer interference. I will sign into law the Protecting the Right to Organize Act (PRO 
Act), and stop corporate efforts to thwart unionization by criminalizing things like 
captive-audience meetings, threats of retaliation, or firing labor organizers. I will increase 
fines for intimidation to $50,000 for every instance – and fine bigger companies even more. 
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And, I’ll hold corporations and executives personally accountable for labor law violations. 
Finally, I will nominate pro-union NLRB members, who will actually enforce the law. A short 
summary of my top collective bargaining positions is at joebiden.com/labor.  
 
7. Climate change is a real and present danger to all of us and the powerful corporations 
are not being held responsible for the rampant pollution that contributes to it. As President, 
how would you hold these corporations responsible? Would you agree to work with other 
nations toward this goal?  
 
I agree we need to stand up to the abuse of power of polluters. As president, I will do this in                     
several ways here at home. I will ensure the U.S. achieves net-zero emissions and a clean                
energy economy no later than 2050. I will demand that Congress enacts legislation in the first                
year of my presidency that establishes an enforcement mechanism based on the principle that              
polluters must bear the full cost of the carbon pollution they are emitting.  
 
Second, I will direct the EPA and the Justice Department to pursue criminal anti-pollution cases               
to the fullest extent permitted by law and seek additional legislation as needed to hold corporate                
executives personally accountable – including jail time where merited. Under the Trump            
Administration, the EPA has referred the fewest number of criminal anti-pollution cases to the              
Justice Department in 30 years. Allowing corporations to continue to pollute – affecting the              
health and safety of both their workers and surrounding communities – without consequences             
perpetuates an egregious abuse of power.  

I will make a historic investment in our clean energy future and environmental justice by rolling                
back the Trump tax incentives that enrich corporations at the expense of American jobs and the                
environment. Additionally, I have committed that Biden for President will not accept            
contributions from oil, gas, and coal corporations or executives.  

The U.S. alone is only responsible for 15% of global greenhouse gas emissions, so we cannot                
solve the climate crisis alone. A core tenet of my climate plan is leading the world in combating                  
climate change. This includes holding international polluters accountable. As the U.S. takes            
steps to make domestic polluters bear the full cost of their carbon pollution, the Biden               
Administration will impose carbon adjustment fees or quotas on carbon-intensive goods from            
countries that are failing to meet their climate and environmental obligations. This will ensure              
that American workers and their employers are not at a competitive disadvantage and             
simultaneously encourage other nations to raise their climate ambitions. And, I’ll demand a             
worldwide ban on fossil fuel subsidies. By engaging key leaders, including in China, I will secure                
a global commitment to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies by the end of my first term. I will lead by                   
example, with the United States cutting fossil fuel subsidies at home in my first year and                
redirecting these resources to the historic investment in clean energy infrastructure. 

I have put forward a comprehensive plan for a clean energy revolution and environmental              
justice, available at joebiden.com/climate. 
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8. Do you believe the United States can free itself from the horrible Citizens United 
decision, and if so, do you have a plan that would hold corporations at bay and elevate the 
one- person one-vote doctrine for fair elections?  

Yes. We can, we must, and I will. 

It is long past time to end the influence of private dollars in our federal elections. As 
president, I will introduce a constitutional amendment that will require candidates for federal 
office to fund their campaigns solely with public dollars, and prevent outside spending from 
distorting the election process. This amendment will do far more than just overturn Citizens 
United:  it will return our democracy to the people and away from the corporate interests 
that seek to distort it. Equating corporate political spending with individual political speech is 
a perversion of our Constitution and the First Amendment. Reversing this unjustifiable 
decision is fundamental to restoring participatory democracy to the United States.  

In addition, the public has a right to know who is contributing to all political campaigns and 
political action committees. I will work to enact legislation ensuring that SuperPACs are 
wholly independent of campaigns and political parties, from establishment, to fundraising 
and spending. My full plan to ensure government works for the people is available at 
joebiden.com/governmentreform.  

Voting is the purest, most fundamental act of citizenship. Efforts to disenfranchise eligible 
voters are just as un-American now as they were during Jim Crow. We’ve got to make it 
easier—not harder—for Americans to exercise their right to vote, regardless of their zip 
code or the color of their skin, and make sure we count every voter’s voice equally. As 
president, I’ll strengthen our democracy by guaranteeing that every American’s vote is 
protected. I’ll start by restoring the Voting Rights Act and then ensuring the Justice 
Department challenges state laws suppressing the right to vote. We need automatic voter 
registration and so many more steps to make exercising one’s right to vote easier. We need 
an end to gerrymandering. And, we must protect our voting booths and voter rolls from 
foreign powers who seek to undermine our democracy and interfere in our elections. 

9. Could you please give us a specific example on your labor-related activities, such as 
previous membership; or, if you have previously a mayor, governor, etc. talk about your 
contract negotiations and support of unions; if you have been in Congress or Legislatures, 
please talk about specific votes and bills you sponsored.  

 
I am proud to have the reputation “labor stands with Biden,” but I am more proud of “Biden 
stands with labor.” As part of my campaign for president, I am fighting for votes from every 
union member in every union across the country. We cannot take back the White House 
without the help of unions and individual union members across the nation. I aim to show 
not only that I have earned that support, but also that labor’s concerns will be mine.  
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I have stood with and fought for workers time and again for more than four decades. In addition 
to helping get states and cities to increase the minimum wage to $15/hour, as Vice President of 
the United States I pushed to extend overtime pay to over 4 million workers, and protect nearly 
9 million from losing it. When President Obama put me in charge of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, I ensured the investments created good jobs. The Recovery Act kicked off 
108 straight months of private-sector job creation – the longest uninterrupted job growth in 
history, creating 15 million jobs just under our Administration.  And I ensured construction 
workers on projects funded by the Recovery Act were paid prevailing wages, essential for 
maintaining middle class jobs. I also secured an expansion of the SAFER Act to keep more 
firefighters on the job during the Great Recession. 

As Vice President, I was the loudest elected voice calling out “the most direct assault [on 
unions] in generations” when governors in states like Wisconsin and Ohio eviscerated collective 
bargaining rights. And I took action to make it easier for workers to organize. The Obama-Biden 
Administration increased transparency of employers’ anti-union campaigns and ensured that 
employers who wanted federal contracts had to comply with labor and employment laws. The 
Obama-Biden Administration appointed a pro-union National Labor Relations Board that 
shortened timelines of union election campaigns, allowing less time for employer interference, 
and delivered the joint employer ruling making it possible for companies to bargain and hold 
accountable big franchisors. Most recently, I have stood shoulder to shoulder on the strike lines 
of the UAW workers and Stop and Shop workers as they fought against corporate greed.  

As a Senator, I was one of the original co-sponsors of the Employee Free Choice Act, which 
would have made it easier for workers to unionize through card-check. Dating back to 1975, I 
was a champion of secondary boycotts, a critical method workers need to fight for fair working 
conditions. Both provisions have now gained broad support and are included in congressional 
Democrats’ Protecting the Right to Organize (PRO) Act. As president, I will enact the PRO Act. 

 

10. If you are elected President of the United States, what would your policy goals be for 
the first 100 days and what leadership style would you bring to the position to accomplish 
it?  

I am running for president for three reasons: 1) rebuild the backbone of this country - the 
middle class - and this time make sure everyone has a chance to come along, 2) restore 
the soul of the nation, and 3) unite our country. My first 100 days and every day of my 
Administration will be in service to those goals. 

On day one of my Administration I will restore integrity and moral leadership back to the 
White House - making clear that hate has no safe harbor here, that we are a nation of 
immigrants, and that our diversity is our strength. I will also undo the executive actions 
President Trump has taken that have hurt working Americans, LGBTQ Americans, women, 
communities of color, and so many more. I will immediately use my executive authority to 
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make progress for all of these communities, and to reassert our role as the global leader in 
the fight against climate change. Because of my experience as Vice President, I 
understand how to push and pull the levers of the executive branch in order to spark 
change. 

I will also seize the opportunity of the first 100 days to make legislative progress on the 
Equality Act, comprehensive immigration reform, health care reform, climate action, and the 
PRO Act, among other key priorities.  

When it comes to foreign policy, Trump has done tremendous damage to our standing and 
credibility on the global stage. I have the necessary relationships and the respect of our 
partners around the world to reclaim America’s respect in the world and reassert America’s 
moral leadership on day one. I’ll work to renew and strengthen our democracy at home and 
our alliances abroad so that America can once more claim our place at the head of the 
table and rally the world to address our most urgent global challenges, including climate 
change, nuclear proliferation, disruptive new technologies, mass migration, and more. And 
rather than embracing dictators and strongmen, I’ll renew America’s commitment to 
defending our core democratic values.  

Because economic security is national security, I will also pursue a foreign policy for the 
middle class that sharpens America’s innovative edge and unites the economic might of 
democracies around the world to take on China’s abusive economic practices in a way that 
is both tough and smart. By working together with our allies and closest friends--not 
insulting them or targeting them with pointless tariffs, as Trump is now doing--the United 
States can shape how the world deals with critical global issues across the board, including 
on the environment, labor, trade, transparency, non-proliferation, cyber theft, data privacy, 
and artificial intelligence. We need to ensure the global rules of the road continue to reflect 
democratic interests and values—America’s interests and values--and that work begins on 
day one of a Biden administration.  

Throughout my career, I have found that a key to successful governance is the ability to 
build consensus. I will enter the White House well-prepared to build the consensus we need 
to take on the big challenges facing our country. I will make sure everyone is represented at 
the table--including labor leaders and environmentalists--to negotiate trade deals that 
prioritize workers, not corporate profits. I will bring labor and environmentalists, engineers 
and innovators together to tackle climate change and meet this moment of incredible peril, 
but also unmatched opportunity. And I’ll bring together bring together the world’s 
democracies in a Summit to forge a common agenda to address threats to our common 
values--including fighting corruption, defending against the advance of authoritarianism, 
and advancing human rights in nations around the world.  

For all our challenges, I’ve never more optimistic about America’s future. There’s not a single 
thing we can’t do – if we do it together. 

 


