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1. Because it is well known that joining a union is the best way known to raise wages to a 
living wage, improve working conditions, and create family-sustaining jobs, every 
working American must have the right to do so. As President, what would you do to 
address the forces responsible for the Janus decision? 

I stand with the hard working public workers all across our country against the assault on unions 
represented by last year's JANUS decision. The forces behind the Janus decision continue to 
rig the system against working families, benefit the wealthy in this country, and strip away the 
power that unions have to organize and sustain themselves. We need to protect workers’ rights 
to unionize, and the right to unionize and negotiate with public employers needs to be protected 
at all levels of government. In Congress, I co-sponsored the Public Service Freedom to 
Negotiate Act, which would require public employees to recognize their workers’ unions if they’re 
“freely chosen” by a majority vote. As President, I will put the interests of working people before 
the interests of the elite and powerful and work with Congress to overturn the Janus decision, 
which negatively impacts the protections that labor has so tirelessly worked for over the last 
century.  

2. How will you ensure that every American can access affordable healthcare and long-
term care as we continue on our path to universal healthcare? 

I will work in a bipartisan manner with Congress to pass my Single Payer Plus plan which will 
extend Medicare for everyone, yet allow private insurance plans for anyone who wants to take 
advantage of them. It will not be an either/or situation. Everyone will automatically be enrolled in 
the single payer system, and will have the opportunity to take advantage of what that system 
offers, but they will not be limited to just that system. Employers will be free to offer plans to their 
employees. If employers with unionized employees generate savings by choosing to discontinue 
healthcare coverage, those savings will be passed on to union members. Every American will 
have access to high quality, affordable healthcare whether they are employed or not. They will 
not be stuck in jobs they don’t want to remain in for fear of losing their insurance coverage. 

Unfortunately, some candidates for president are giving voters the false impression that as 
president they will be able to implement a particular health care plan, and that’s simply not true. 
As a member of Congress, I fully understand that Congress is responsible for passing 
legislation, not the executive branch. Therefore the key to success in bringing about the 
implementation of a healthcare system which provides the American people with affordable 
quality healthcare over the long run will be the president's commitment to fight for the interests 
of the American people, not the big pharmaceutical and insurance companies, and to work with 
members of Congress - be they Democrat or Republican - to actually get the job done. It is my 
personal commitment to the American people that I will always put their interests above the 
interests of the insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies and lobbyists as well as above 
personal political or partisan interests. 



3. Do you support a national single payer healthcare plan? And if so, when did you first 
make that publicly clear? If not, please tell us what you support and why. 

Yes, I support a single payer plus plan that allows private insurance to co-exist with a Medicare 
for All model. This is the best way to improve our standards of living across the board, and 
relieve the massive unnecessary stress that health care has caused for the American family. In 
the United States, we pay far more in healthcare costs than any other country in the world and 
get worse results.  We spend a higher percentage of our GDP on health care than other 
developed countries, yet far too many Americans in this country are sick and unable to get the 
care they need - often going bankrupt due to healthcare costs. This is unacceptable. 

A national single payer system is one of the most effective ways to relieve the economic 
pressure on lower and middle income earning Americans who have been struggling for far too 
long to make ends meet. As a member of Congress, I was a cosponsor of Rep. John Conyers’ 
Expanded & Improved Medicare For All Act in 2017, as well as Rep. Pramila Jayapal’s Medicare 
For All Act in the 116th Congress. While I support these measures as some of the many options 
to ensure universal coverage of the American people, my plan is more flexible, allowing for 
private insurance to co-exist with the single payer system - providing coverage for all, and 
additional health care options for individuals personal needs.  

4. If you are elected, when will you begin to address the inequities that all working people 
including communities of color, immigrants, women, LGBTQ+, and people with 
disabilities — face in their employment and to address reverse multi-generational 
poverty, exploitation, low wages and unsafe working conditions, which the most 
vulnerable among us face? 

In our country’s history, women, people of color, immigrants, people with disabilities, and 
members of the LGBTQ+ community have long fought for equality--equality in the workplace, in 
housing, and equal treatment and rights under the law.  

Today, these fights are ongoing. People of color still face discrimination in housing and 
employment, and face higher rates of incarceration and healthcare risks on average. In 17 
states, you can still get fired for your sexual orientation. Women still face barriers in the 
workplace and are not always paid equally for equal work.  

In Congress, I am a cosponsor of the Equality Act, which adds protections for sexual orientation 
and gender identity under the Constitution. I have fought for fair and equal housing for LGBTQ 
Americans, fought for equality under tax codes and for military spouses, as well as 
cosponsoring legislation to provide protections from discrimination in school and the workplace. 
I believe that women should receive equal pay for equal work, and have fought in Congress to 
help low-income women fill high-demand, high-income jobs by supporting and cosponsoring the 
Women Win Jobs Act.  

People of color are indiscriminately targeted by existing policies within housing, healthcare, and 
within our criminal justice system. I have supported multiple pieces of legislation to address the 
inequalities within our healthcare system that people of color are subject to, including the high 



rates of infant mortality among African Americans. This is unacceptable and is an assault on so 
many families in this country. I have introduced legislation to end the federal prohibition on 
marijuana, end the failed war on drugs, and support ending the cash bail system--all which 
indiscriminately affect communities of color, tear apart families, waste huge amounts of taxpayer 
money, and lock up innocent people for nonviolent charges.  

I have also fought for equal treatment, dignity, and opportunities for indigenous communities. 
Like other communities of color, indigenous peoples face extremely high rates of voter 
suppression and discrimination within our healthcare system. Our public school systems are 
failing children of indigenous communities, and families often live in substandard housing and 
face high rates of poverty. In Congress I have fought to invest in education, housing, and 
childcare programs for indigenous peoples, as well as being the only presidential candidate and 
member of Congress to stand with the tribes at Standing Rock.  

Millions of people in this country who are here through a guest visa program, or who lack legal 
status and citizenship, are exploited and taken advantage of due to the lack of protections 
provided to them. They are often paid below market wages and have little to no say in working 
conditions or any benefits. To prevent this, we need to fix the broken legal immigration system 
so that workers are not living in the shadows, decrease costs and time delays for those applying 
for citizenship, and allow a process for guest workers to petition for green cards after a period of 
two years. As a co-sponsor of the DREAM Act to protect DACA recipients, I also believe that 
those who have grown up in the United States and know no other home should be afforded an 
accessible pathway to citizenship.  

As President, my commitment to fighting for equality for all Americans will not waiver, and I will 
work to make sure that no person in this country is subject to discrimination or barriers because 
of their race, gender, or sexual orientation.  

5. Specifically concerning immigrants, what relief can we expect you to extend to those 
who hold temporary protected status, what protection to the Dreamers and what clear 
path forward can we expect from your administration on this issue. How would you make 
the United States a welcoming nation to immigrants again? 

We need comprehensive immigration reform to ensure a clear, enforceable, accessible, and 
humane pathway to citizenship, as well as reformations to our visa systems to make sure that 
we have a safe, secure, and fair process to those wanting to come here to work legally.  

Unfortunately, the current Administration has held the Temporary Protected Status holders 
hostage for political gain. These are men, women, and children who are here because they risk 
their lives if they return home, usually because there is a war or conflict in their country of origin 
- all too frequently a conflict that the United States has stoked the flames of. My Administration 
review each circumstance, country by country, and grant those who require it, Temporary 
Protected Status and provide a pathway to citizenship.  

Under my administration, we will also reform the guest worker visa system, decrease the costs 
and time delays for those legally entering the country or applying for citizenship, and ensure that 
all immigrants are treated equally regardless of their country of origin. We have to recognize 



that there are many “mixed status” families and need to find pathways to citizenships to ensure 
that families can stay together, as well as provide a pathway to full and equal citizenship for the 
11 million people living here peacefully, and contributing to our culture and our economy. We 
must end the three, ten, and 20 year bars that require undocumented individuals — who 
otherwise qualify for legal status — to leave the country and their families behind, in order to 
attain citizenship. 

We also must pass the DREAM Act and codify DACA. DREAMers are still living with uncertainty 
in this country because Congress still has not passed legislation to provide them with a pathway 
to citizenship. These young men and women contribute to and strengthen our economy, and 
know no other home but the United States of America. In Congress I am a cosponsor of the 
DREAM Act, and it’s a priority I’ll continue to have as President.  

When we look to the crisis at the border, we have to understand that nobody seeking asylum 
wants to flee their homes. We must end our longstanding policy of military and economic 
intervention in Central and South America which has contributed to decades of civil war and 
economic instability which is the root cause of mass immigration, as well as ensuring that our 
asylum process is humane and fair. We must fund and equip agencies in charge of processing 
asylum claim and protect migrants, many of whom are women and children, who are going 
through our asylum process and fleeing natural disasters, religious persecution, or violence 
under an asylum status. 

We need to address our broken immigration laws and the needs of millions of working people 
and students currently living in the shadows. We need to ensure we have a clear, enforceable, 
accessible, and humane pathway to citizenship.  

6. Do you support $15.00 minimum wage, and an opportunity to join a union? If so, when 
did you first make that clear publicly? And if not, what is your vision of what is a living 
wage? 

I have been a cosponsor of the Raise the Wage Act since 2015, and I support a $15 federal 
minimum wage and tying additional increases to inflation. I also support workers’ rights to 
unionize and collectively bargain for higher wages, better benefits, and improved working 
conditions. I cosponsored the WAGE Act in 2018, which “strengthens protections for employees 
to exercise their rights to organize and collectively bargain for improved wages, hours, or other 
terms and conditions of employment, to sanction violations of such rights and assure meaningful 
remedies, to establish a process by which employers and employees conclude initial collective 
bargaining agreements.” Too many people in this country are struggling just to get by, and 
working families in this country shouldn’t have to decide between putting food on the table or 
paying rent. Workers across this country deserve a raise, and the right to unionize.  

7. Climate change is a real and present danger to all of us and the powerful corporations 
are not being held responsible for the rampant pollution that contributes to it. As 
President, how would you hold these corporations responsible? Would you agree to 
work with other nations toward this goal? 



As President I will treat this climate crisis like the national security emergency that it is--a threat 
to our future, the future of our children, and our children’s children. We cannot delay, and must 
take serious, aggressive action now.  
  
In Congress I first introduced the Off Fossil Fuels Act in 2017, which has been called strongest 
actionable climate bill ever introduced to Congress. The OFF Act provides an actionable plan to 
bring us to 100% renewable energy while creating jobs, giving priority to disadvantaged 
communities and transforming our energy economy. We need to invest in 100% renewable and 
safe energy sources like wind, solar, and geothermal. I also support ending the $26 billion/year 
in fossil fuel subsidies, as well as all subsidies or waivers to the nuclear power industry, which 
should itself be completely responsible for paying for its own insurance and paying the long term 
cost for safe storage of nuclear waste over centuries. I will also work to provide other incentives 
for a renewable energy economy.  

I will end corporate welfare to fossil fuel and nuclear power companies, saving over $26B per 
year that can be invested in a green economy to create millions of new “green collar” jobs in 
renewable energy and innovative climate solutions. We are currently subsidizing the Big Oil 
industry where over half of new oil fields are rendered profitable only because of government 
subsidies. We should be subsidizing wind, solar, and renewable energy investments -- not Big 
Oil.  

I will re-enter the Paris Climate agreement, and make global cooperation on tackling the climate 
crisis a primary foreign policy objective. A recent report noted that the homes of some 150 
million people globally could be underwater during high-tides by 2050, including American cities. 
This problem is world-wide, we have no choice but to work with every country in the world to 
address it. The current Administration has been racing backwards, tearing up international 
cooperation agreements on climate and ushering in a new ill-conceived coal era. I will  

8. Do you believe the United States can free itself from the horrible Citizens United 
decision, and if so, do you have a plan that would hold corporations at bay and elevate 
the one-person one-vote doctrine for fair elections? 

I support a constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United, and to remove the influence of 
big money and lobbying power in Washington and in our politics. This is why our campaign 
takes no PAC money and is powered by the people rather than corporations and the powerful. 
When monied interests, lobbyists, and big corporations are allowed to pervade our political 
system, it puts the interests of the rich and powerful ahead of the interests of the people. 

We need to overturn Citizens United and get corporate money out of our politics. We need to 
limit PAC contributions, provide oversight over corporations and wealthy donors to limit dark 
money from influencing our politics, strengthen campaign finance laws, and work towards a goal 
of publicly financed elections.  

9. Could you please give us specific example on your labor-related activities, such as 
previous membership; or, if you have previously a mayor, governor, etc. talk about your 
contract negotiations and support of unions; if you have been in Congress or 
Legislatures, please talk about specific votes and bills you sponsored. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/29/climate/coastal-cities-underwater.html?searchResultPosition=1


  

In Congress, I’ve cosponsored and championed the WAGE Act, which protects the rights of the 
working people to mobilize, ensures that workers are required to know their rights, ends the 
incentives for employers to interfere with the rights of workers, and cracks down on employers 
who break the law. I’ve cosponsored legislation like the transformation to Competitive 
Employment Act which promotes competitive, integrated employment for people with disabilities, 
as well as measures that assist small businesses and entrepreneurs, such as the Main Street 
Revival Act and the Start Up America’s Students Act. I have long stood against harmful trade 
policies like NAFTA and the TPP that hurt American workers, take away American jobs, and 
undermines workers rights. I cosponsored the Raise the Wage Act and support a $15 dollar 
minimum wage.  

To address our environmental crisis and the need to shift to a green energy economy, I have 
introduced the Off Fossil Fuels Act which establishes the Center for Clean Energy Workforce 
Development to create new jobs in a green energy economy, transition and train workers in the 
fossil fuel industry to newly created jobs, work with labor unions to establish job training and 
workforce development programs, and work with underserved communities with high 
unemployment rates to create jobs in this new economy.  

The AFL-CIO has given me a 96% rating for my voting record, where I have stood on the side of 
small businesses, working people and families, undocumented immigrants who are often 
exploited by their employers, and workers who are hurt by unfair and unethical trade policies.  

In my career, I have I marched in solidarity with federal employees, who have been furloughed 
or forced to work without pay earlier this year and helped serve meals for federal employees 
and their families impacted by the government shutdown. I stood with the AFL-CIO, the 
American Federation of Government Employees, the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, National Nurses United, and Teamsters, in a rally and march from the AFL-CIO 
headquarters to the White House.  

10. If you are elected President of the United States, what would your policy goals be for 
the first 100 days and what leadership style would you bring to the position to 
accomplish it? 
  
In my first 100 days, I will bring our people-powered movement to the White House, treating 
every American with respect and tolerance. From day one, I will be the President to each and 
every American. I will take on the powerful special interest groups and warmongers that have 
had a seat at the table in the last few Administrations, and work to build a government that is 
truly of, by and for the people.   

I will bring our troops home, stop engaging in the regime-change wars that have cost us trillions 
of dollars and thousands of lives - trillions of dollars that could have been spent on health care, 
roads, railways, education, and affordable housing. I will call for a summit between the United 
States, Russia and China to pull us back from the brink of nuclear war with those countries. I will 
place the United States back into strategic arms control treaties and work to end the new Cold 



War which we have arrived at due to President Trump’s short sighted and aggressive foreign 
policy. 

I will work with Congress to raise the national minimum wage to $15 dollars an hour, and fix our 
broken immigration system. I will aggressively pursue a national single payer healthcare system 
and lay the foundation for a new economy based off of renewable energy that is cleaner, 
healthier, and will create millions of new long-term jobs. I will work with Congress to legalize 
marijuana, end the failed war on drugs, and deliver real criminal justice reform to repeal 
mandatory minimum sentencing and end the mass incarceration of our citizens.  


